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ILWA/PMA Contract Negotatono 
 
As was widely reported in the last two days, it 
appears that the union and employers have come 
to an agreement of some sort this past weekend. 
The topics discussed included the critccl iiiue  o 
chassis maintenance and repairs when conducted 
within the terminal(s). It has also been reported 
that the talks have picked up speed and could 
possibly come to a conclusion within the next 
couple of weeks. This is certainly the m it p iitie 
newi regcrding the neg tct ni iince euguits 
Despite the good news coming out of the 
neg tct nin the c ngeit n ct the p rti 
c ntnuei cnd will c ntnue o r mcna weeei c er 
the neg tct ni cre c mpletes  ei  o fcturdca 
c ern  nn when I was in Long Beach, there were 
15 container ships at anchor outside the 
brecewcters ei c ngeit n ieemi t  w rien in 
Oakland, some vessels have resorted to dis-
charging Oakland freight in Los Angeles so they 
can return to Asia. Besides the many ships already 
at anchor, there are also many other ships in route 
and traveling to the west coast. These ships have 
iignificcntla reduced their iciling ipeedi i  ci t  
avoid the gridlock and hopefully help give the 
termincli tme t  cctch ups  hii mca ccuie delcai 
in getng oreight  ut  o eiicn which ii trcdit nclla 
busy before the Lunar New Year. Jerry Hall, our 
Direct r  o Internct ncl  rcnip rtct nn hci 
writen ourther  n the eeecti  o the  uncr  ew 
Yecr  n c ngeit n cnd rcteis 
 
Lunar New Year Space and Weot Coaot 
Volume Iooueo 
By: Jerry Hall 
 
The Lunar New Year falls later than normal this 
aecr beginning Februcra 18/19s  rcdit nclla there 
are always problems with available space on the 
ocean vessels as Chinese factories try pushing out 
all remaining product n beo re ihutng d wn 
tw  weeei o r extended iccct n. Usually the 
ocean carriers would invoke peak season 
surcharges and space premiums to take advantage 
of the high demand. . . 

 
(contnnuedond tud rit dcoonunnd 

however thii aecr ii much dieerent ci ecit c cit 
rates have already reached premium levels since 
lcit ocll crectng c iera c itla ihipping 
environment. Ocean rates were already increased 
again on January 15 and are poised to be raised 
once more on February 8. 
Thii aecr ii l  eing much dieerent thcn in the 
past, space constraints and rollovers will be more 
c mm n cnd trcniit tmei increcieds  he mcin 
pr blem c ntnuei t  be ccuied ba the weit 
c cit p rti bccel gi cnd c ntnued delcais ei  o 
thii writngn there cre ct lecit 15 ieiieli wcitng 
t  be unl cded in f uthern Cclio rnicn ci the 
terminals cannot seem to improve cargo turnover 
cacle tmeis  he reci ni o r thii cre numer ui 
and for the past seven months management and 
labor cannot seem to agree on a new contract. 
The key issue appears to be the ongoing chassis 
ih rtcge pr blems  fince the ccrrieri cre n  
longer involved in the chassis business as of last 
year there seems to be less usable chassis and 
the juriidict n  o mcintencnce cnd repcir w re 
for these have become a main point of 
c ntent n with the uni ns 
fince the weit c cit termincli cppecr t  be 
reaching a breaking point that is “unsustainable” 
as quoted by the PMA, it is feared that the 
ccrrieri will c ntnue t  delca  r ieip m re p rti 
of call on the west coast in the near future. This 
could be disastrous to many supply chains 
already having major issues. This hits directly in 
the middle of the peak shipping period, prior to 
the Lunar New Year volume increases. Please 
plan accordingly and be prepared for more delays 
in receiving cargo. 
  dca there cre ipcce pr blemi depcrtng or m 
Chineie p rtin in pcrtculcr t  the  sfs ecit c cit 
ports, where space and cost is at a premium. 
Mcna ihipperi c ntnue t  diiert t   ther p rti 
from the west coast. The westbound moves from 
Chinc t  the  fe cre hciing n tcecble eeecti  n 
the trans-l cding p inti in fingcp ren fri  cnecn 
India, Egypt and other European ports causing 
r ll ieri cnd reduced ipcce ccpcbiliteis  ien io 
you are not shipping directly out of China, you 
will be impacted in some fashion. Remain in 
direct contact with your freight forwarders to 
track your shipments closely and expect delays.  
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Licenoed Cuotomo Broker Triennial 
Statuo Report Due by February 27, 
2015 
By: Daniel Meylor 
 
This is a reminder to our customers that 
are licensed brokers or have licensed 
br eeri  n itces In  rder t  mcintcin 
the status of their license, every 
individual holding a broker’s license 
muit file c  riennicl ftctui Rep rt with 
 sfs Cuit mi cnd B rder Pr tect n 
(CBP) every three years. The report is 
due thii aecr cnd muit be filed ba 
February 27, 2015.   The report, along 
with a check of $100.00 for a document 
pr ceiiing oeen muit be filed with the 
Port where the license was originally 
iiiueds  Fcilure t  file the rep rt w uld 
be cause for the suspension of the 
individual’s license. There is no required 
format for the report, but CBP has 
produced a template that can be used. 
It can be found on their website at: 
 
htpp//wwwscbpsg i/trcde/br eer/br e
er-triennial-faq.  
 
CBP has also issued a list of frequently 
cieed queit ni cb ut filing the 
 riennicl ftctui Rep rts  It ccn cli  be 
found on their website at: 
 
htpp//wwwscbpsg i/iitei/deocult/filei/
documents/triennial_report_form_p.pd
f.   
 
  
 

 

http://www.cbp.gov/trade/broker/broker-triennial-faq
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/broker/broker-triennial-faq
http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/triennial_report_form_p.pdf
http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/triennial_report_form_p.pdf
http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/triennial_report_form_p.pdf
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CBP Accelerateo Trade Authority for 
Three CEE’o 
 
 sfs Cuit mi cnd B rder Pr tect n  CBPP hci 
announced that beginning January 28,  three 
Centeri  o  xcellence cnd  xpertie   C  EiP will 
be granted expanded authority for post-release 
trade processes for entry summaries.  The three 
CEE’s for Electronics; Phcrmcceutccln  eclth   
chemiccli; cnd Petr leumn  cturcl Gci   
Minerals will review entry summaries for the 
induitra   f linei itcrtng in ipecific p rti  o 
entry.   While having this review authority, all 
entry summaries for non-C   ipecific 
pcrtcipcnti will itll be filed directla ct the p rti 
of release.  This new authority does not remove 
any authority from the Port Directors, but will 
share the authority with the CEE’s.  The Ports will 
itll retcin cll relecie ounct ni o r the entrieis  
The instruct ni ccn be o und  n CfMf meiicge 
no. 15-0040 at:  
htpp//cppiscbpsg i/cimi/iiewmiigscippRecidd=
0475 pcged= irch_crgid irchtaped btaped i
 rtbad sbyd  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By John Salvo, President 

Ttudfoooowrni a tcouedwu udw riundn dyanruodlu oo : 

 
CIT Ruleo Audio Conooleo are Electrical 
Machinery  
 
 he  sfs C urt  o Internct ncl  rcde  CI P recentla 
issued a decision dealing with music audio 
consoles used to record and edit music by sending 
signals or data to a computer. They had been 
entered under cut mctc dctc pr ceiiing 
mcchinei in   f  ecding 8471.  The units allow 
users to edit and mix music on a computer’s hard 
drive in a digital format using switches, faders, and 
knobs. The consoles are connected to a computer 
thct hci been l cded with c ipecific i  wcre 
system.  No recording or mixing occurs in the 
consoles themselves. However the consoles also 
pero rm ounct ni n t relcted t  the input t  the 
computer; they have speakers and headphones 
that give feedback to a user.   
The CIT determined that the consoles “work in 
c njunct nn with the cut mctc dctc pr ceiiing 
 eDPP mcchine ba ounct ning  r  perctng in c 
ipecified mcnner while j ined with the eDP o r c 
c mm n purp ies Meetng theie c ndit ni 
preclude the console from clciiificct n ci eDPn 
according to a chapter note of Chapter 84, and 
instead are treated as other electrical machinery 
in   f  ecding 8543s   
A copy of the decision can be found at: 
htpp//wwwscitsuic urtisg i/flipppini ni/flip_ p
15/15-06.pdf  
 
Senator Preparing New Puoh againot 
Currency Manipulatoro 
 
fenct r Debbie ftcben w  D-MI) is working with 
colleagues on a standalone bill to stop trading 
partners that cheat on their currenca prcctceis 
fenct ri or m b th pcrtei cre l  eing o r itr ng 
currenca eno rcements   hii puih c mei ct c tme 
that could complicate support for both the Trans-
Pccific Pcrtnerihip   PPP cnd the  rcde Pr m t n 
euth rita   PePs    hii pr p icl ii itll under 
discussion. We will watch closely for any formal 
proposals.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://apps.cbp.gov/csms/viewmssg.asp?Recid=20475&page=2&srch_argv=&srchtype=&btype=&sortby=&sby
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http://apps.cbp.gov/csms/viewmssg.asp?Recid=20475&page=2&srch_argv=&srchtype=&btype=&sortby=&sby
http://www.cit.uscourts.gov/SlipOpinions/Slip_op15/15-06.pdf
http://www.cit.uscourts.gov/SlipOpinions/Slip_op15/15-06.pdf

